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open pulled straw procedure’’
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Barcelona, E-08193 Bellaterra, Spain
bDepartment of Animal Production, University of Lleida, Lleida, Spain

Received 14 November 2002

The Author regrets that an error occured in Fig. 1 and Section 2.3. of the above paper.

The correct figure and section follow. The Author wishes to apologise for any incon-

venience caused by this error.

2.3. Preparation of modified open pulled straws

The preparation of mOPS was similar to that described previously by Vajta et al. [18]

for OPS. Standard straws (0.25 ml; IMV, L’Aigle, France) were heat-softened over a hot

plate. The central part of the straw was pulled manually until its inner diameter and wall

thickness decreased from 1.7 mm to approximately 0.9 mm, and from 0.15 to 0.07 mm,

respectively. The straws were cut at the narrowest point with a razor blade. Only the half

with the cotton plug was used. The narrow portion of the mOPS was of mean length

1.5 cm (range 1.2–1.8 cm), and the wider section was 3.5 cm (range 3.1–3.7 cm) long

(Fig. 1). The embryos were aspirated into a column located between two columns of

cryoprotectant solution separated by air bubbles. Embryos were loaded into the mOPS by

capillary action; a 2 ml droplet containing the embryos was simply touched with the

narrow end of the straw.
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Fig. 1. Scheme of a mOPS containing embryos between two columns of vitrification solution separated by air

bubbles (PVA: polyvinyl-alcohol).
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